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Sunfish Valley Whitetails

2009-10 Hunter Orientation

We are excited about our operation and have a sincere desire for you to be successful on your hunt with us! We are happy that you have elected to hunt with us at Sunfish Valley Whitetails and will do our best to get you an opportunity at a southern Ohio trophy whitetail.

Southern Ohio is quickly gaining the reputation for becoming one of the top, hot spots for trophy whitetail deer hunting in the U.S. There are several reasons for that.
A. Simply put, there is a vast amount of cover and private land here for the deer to exist and mature. Even though this can make them difficult to hunt, it allows a lot of the deer to live long enough to reach the right age class for trophy antlers

B.  The right combination of minerals and food makes the conditions right for maximum antler growth. It’s not unusual for our three-year-old bucks to score 150 or better.

C.  The limited gun season and the use of shotguns and muzzleloaders only.

1. Your guide -- being successful is a team effort!

Our goal while you are hunting with us at Sunfish Valley Whitetails is to get you an opportunity at a trophy whitetail! There are several things you can do when you are hunting with us that will increase your chances of harvesting a trophy buck. Listen to your guide. Let him become a part of your hunting party, because he is a key element in your success. This isn’t a hunt where we just pick a stand number out of a hat and stick you in it. Your guide will be working with you and scouting for you every day. It’s important for you to work together!  Each guide will have at least ten properties he is responsible for. I have a quality staff of experienced, energetic guides to work with you. They are not taxi drivers. It is their job to scout and get you an opportunity at a trophy buck and be aware of everything that’s happening on their properties. They are not allowed to break the law, so don’t ask them to.  I will also encourage you not to guide the guide. Your guide is a very important part of your hunting party and will assist you in any way possible, within reason. It is the guide’s job to take care of you while you are here.

If you are not happy with your guide, come talk to me and I’ll correct the problem. I will be at the lodge every evening to visit with the hunters.

It is customary to tip your guide, but it is not mandatory. While we realize our clients are some of the best whitetail enthusiasts in the world, the guides are knowledgeable of the properties, travel patterns, tree stand placement and locations of the animals that reside on our land tracts

It’s also important for you to realize that this isn’t a high fence operation and you are hunting wild, mature whitetails! A big part of your success here with us, will be determined by you! Make up your mind right now to be the best hunter you can be while you are here! We have scouted the properties and know where you will have the best chance for an opportunity. It’s up to you to take advantage of the opportunity when it’s presented. 

A trophy whitetail is one of the toughest big game animals in the world to harvest! They don’t miss much and the better you can blend into your surroundings the better off you are.  Camo, scent control, minimizing movement in the stand and staying in the stand are all very important. Your guide can put you in the best stand he has, but if you aren’t in the stand and hunting correctly when the buck shows up, you aren’t going to kill him.  I know that everyone in this room wants to be successful so make up your mind right now to be the best hunter you can be during your stay here with us and listen to your guide!

2. Stands

Most of our stands are lock on style, Millennium stands and are between 15 and 20 feet off the ground. The majority of our stands are accessed by climbing sticks. We also have some ladder stands and ground blinds. If you prefer not to sit in a lock-on stand please tell me now. This will limit where we can put you to a certain degree. We also encourage the use of your own climbing stands if you are more comfortable with them. The element of surprise can be a key factor on monster whitetails. Your guide will assist you with this and will have climbing trees marked on his properties.

You may find that the hunting differs from what you are used to hunting at home. This is mountain whitetail hunting! The deer here aren’t forced into small blocks of timber and pinch points and will travel quite a ways between feeding and bedding areas. We hunt the food plots and field edges of the agricultural crops, but you could just as easily find yourself in a bedding thicket on top of a steep ridge that has a topographical advantage for the deer. We keep stats on all of the stands we have, and when we put you in a stand, you are there for a reason. Our goal is to get you a shot at a trophy buck and to enjoy the experience of hunting with us in Ohio and we will work with you to attain that goal but it’s very important for you to do your part. 

       When you are in the stand, you are the eyes and ears for the manager and the guides and your guide is a very important part of your hunting party. Every evening your guide reports to me and relates the day’s events to me. Then, you, your guide and I decide where you will hunt the next day. It’s important to give the guide accurate information on how many deer you saw, the number of shooters you saw, how big you think they were, what time it was and what direction the buck was traveling. If you see a monster, I guarantee you I will not pull you off the stand and put another hunter in your place. The properties your guide has are yours for the week. That is your buck to hunt! Realize that during the rut, a monster can show up just about anywhere at anytime, so patience is a virtue.

3. Getting to the stand. 

 Sunfish Valley Whitetails implements two strategies to get hunters to their stands.

a. The guide can walk you to the base of the tree each morning if you so desire and meet you there upon the conclusion of each hunt.

b. SVW also implements a very through limb light and trail marking program. Limb lights which glow brightly in the beam of a flashlight and orange tape, which can be seem plainly are placed every 10 yards in route to the tree. It is very easy to make it to and from the stands as long as your guide places you at the beginning of the trail of limb lights and tape leading to your stand. By traveling to your stand without the guide, you increase your odds of success by minimizing scent, noise and movement around the stand.

4. Quality Deer Management Program

At Sunfish Valley we have a 130-inch minimum required of harvested bucks on the Pope and Young properties and a 140-inch minimum on the Boone and Crockett properties. Any hunter that kills a buck scoring under these minimums will be accessed a penalty fee. $500 on the Pope and Young hunts and $750 on the Boone and Crockett hunts. No exceptions! We score total inches of antler, and if a point is broke of and the buck has a matching point on the other side, we will give you that. 

The main reason you will have a chance to harvest a quality whitetail while hunting with us is that we give the bucks a chance to grow up and reach their maximum size potential. This enhances the long-term trophy potential of our bucks. We aren’t into the numbers game and each hunter has his own definition of a trophy. I personally appreciate the fact that a hunter will let an immature buck walk because they realize the potential there, but am not upset if a hunter decides to harvest a buck just above the minimum.

If you do kill a buck under the minimum, I will ask you discretely to pay the penalty fee.

5. Field Judging Whitetails

What to look for!

A.  Spread: The spread should be even with or outside of the tips of the buck’s ears.

B.  Number of points: The first 84 bucks in the Boone and Crockett record book are 10 points or better. If you are looking at an eight pointer, make sure he has enough tine length, spread and mass to get him past the minimum. There are a lot of eight pointers here that easily make the grade, but make sure you question a mediocre 8-point.

C.  Tines: Length of tine is important. You will see a lot of long tine length, even on the smaller bucks, so make sure the buck has main beam length and points to make the minimum.

D.  Mass: a heavy racked buck with a lot of mass will definitely help the score, but mass isn’t as important as number of points, main beam length and tine length. 

6. Drawing Blood and field dressing.

Wounds are expected from time to time. Nobody is perfect. In the event a hunter draws blood or wounds a deer, his or her hunt continues as usual after the staff and the hunter attempt to retrieve the wounded animal.

Do not trail the wounded animal without your guide! You may push the deer onto another property that we don’t have access to.

If you shoot a deer in the evening we may wait until the next morning to trail it, according to the severity of the hit and the hunter has to be with us. We cannot let you go back on stand until we have made every effort to retrieve the wounded animal. During the tracking process, please listen to your guide. If your guide determines the wounded animal can’t be found, we will get you back on stand as soon as possible. 

7. Dead Deer

If you shoot a deer and it falls, make sure the deer is dead before you approach it.  Contact your guide. Do not drag your deer out. This may interfere with another hunter on the property. If you shoot a deer and there are other hunters on the same property we will probably wait until the other hunters have left their stand to get it out

If you shoot a deer and it goes down, you may go to the deer after you are absolutely sure the deer is dead and you have contacted your guide. 
DO NOT FIELD DRESS YOUR DEER.  
We prefer to field dress you deer after photos have been taken. Also, convey to your guide what you want to do with the meat. If you don’t want it we will donate it to a worthy cause. If you want your guide to skin and quarter your deer for you we ask you give your guide $35 for this.

8. Transporation or Meeting location
Guides are expected to pick up hunters at the lodge, or the location at which the hunters are staying during the course of their hunt. The guide will then transport the hunter to a tract of ground for hunting. Some hunters wish to take their own vehicles to park on the farms while they are in the woods hunting. Sometimes it is necessary to do so because of numbers. We are fine with this. Please let your guide know which you desire.

Oversleeping!

If you oversleep you will be left at the lodge while the rest of your party is placed in their stands. Then your guide will return to pick you up and take you to your stand!

9. Safety
   Our goal is for you to have an injury free hunt with us.

1. Safety Belts or body harnesses are required if you are in a tree stand! If you don’t have a safety belt we will issue you one during your orientation.  If you arrive at the tree stand and do not have a belt or harness, your guide will bring you back to the lodge to get one, but he cannot let you get in the tree without one. Please use extreme caution while entering and exiting the stand. Use a pull up rope to get your equipment into and out of the stand. 

2. 
Another one of my goals is make the hunt safe for my guides. There is absolutely no reason to have a loaded weapon while your guide is walking you to or from the stand in the dark. Please wait until you arrive at the stand to load your weapon, and if your guide is with you during the daylight hours, exercise safe firearm handling.  Its no fun, looking down the barrel of any gun and the safety of my guides is of up most importance to me, so if your weapon is loaded, please control the direction of the muzzle. If your guide asks you to unload your gun please do so. Also, do not lean your gun against a vehicle at any time. Also, weapons tend to be fragile during transport. It’s recommended your shoot your weapon prior to your hunt.

3. 
Be sure of your target. Sometimes in the heat of the moment, it’s easy to over react. You see a great buck headed your way, it disappears into cover and then you spot movement. Just remember, after you pull the trigger, you can’t get the bullet back.
4. Stay in the stand!  Your guide is scouting the property for you. It doesn’t take much to push a big buck off of a property. Last year, we were sure we had a monster buck figured out. After hunting the stand several days and not seeing him, the hunter admitted that he had been sitting in the stand a couple hours in the morning, then got down to look the property over and scout. We never saw the buck again! You must realize that regardless of how careful you try to be, every time you enter the woods, you leave evidence that you were there.

A lot of our properties have multiple stand locations and there may be another hunter on the same property with you. Getting out of the stand and wandering around or stalking a deer is against the rules simply because you may mess up another hunter or put yourself at risk.  I will send you home without a refund if you do this!
5. All firearms must be unloaded and cased during transportation to and from the hunting area, no exceptions!

10. Ohio DNR Regulations

1. No Spotlighting

2. The guide cannot carry your weapon

3. A harvested animal needs to be tagged immediately upon harvest and checked in at a check station as soon as possible.

4. If anyone processes your animal beside yourself, written permission with the hunter’s name and phone number must be given to that person.

5. Blaze orange vest must be worn at all times during the youth and regular firearms season.

6. Crossbows are legal during archery season.

7. Hunting hours are ½ hour before sunrise and ½ hour after sunset.

8. Firearms season only allows for shotguns and muzzleloaders.

9. Weapons must be cased and unloaded during transport.

10. You are required to carry a Sunfish Valley Hunting Permission slip with you at all times.

11. Lodge Rules

Common Sense rules apply for each location.

A. No smoking inside the lodges or any of their rooms. Smoking occurs outside and cigarette butts should be placed in ashtray or can located at site.

B. Remove muddy boots or clothing in designated areas rather than walk through the facility.

C. Consumption of alcohol is permitted after hunting hours but drunkenness is discouraged. I will not allow you to go back on stand if you drink during the day. If someone in your group gets out of line, the rest of the group needs to handle the situation or the remainder of the hunt will be forfeited!

D. 
Absolutely no illegal drugs allowed in camp! You will                                                             be sent home without a refund if this occurs.

12. Explanation of Logbook program

  
Each guide will have an Ariel book with the properties you will be hunting. On the Ariel’s, each stand location will be marked and numbered.

   
Each time a hunter goes out to hunt; staff will record the hunters name, stand number, number of deer seen, number of trophy deer seen from that stand, and number of opportunities to harvest a trophy buck during that hunt. By doing this, we are able to determine what stands are hot and cold, and prevent over hunting stand sites.

13. Rebooking Policy

     You have two weeks from the end of your hunt to rebook for the following season. Failure to do so will forfeit this guaranteed option.

14. Signing of liability release and collection of outstanding hunt money.

 Each hunter must sign a liability waiver before entering the timber to hunt. Please note that this waiver prevents Sunfish Valley Whitetails from being liable for any injuries during your hunt. Also, any outstanding hunt balance must be paid in full by September 1st or before you begin your hunt.

